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Unit Overview  
Content Area: General Music                          

Unit Title:  Beginning Guitars                               

Target Course/Grade Level: 6th 

Unit Summary  
This unit will introduce students to the acoustic guitar.  Students will gain an introductory overview of 

parts of the guitar, playing simple melodies and learning basic chords.  

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Social Studies, Music, Language Arts and 21st Century Life and 

Careers. 

21st century themes:  Global Awareness, Civic Literacy 

Unit Rationale 

The guitar is a traditional instrument of throughout history and has found its place in the lexicon of 

classical music through rock music.  Using guitars, students will learn about melody, rhythm, and 

harmony. 

 

Learning Targets 
Standards 

1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 

principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies 

appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre, 

and visual art. 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an  

      understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music,           

      theatre, and visual art. 
CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in response to aural prompts and printed music 

notational systems. 

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, 

and melodic and harmonic progressions, and differentiate basic structures 

1.3.2.B.6 Sing or play simple melodies or rhythmic accompaniments in AB and ABA 

forms independently and in groups, and sight-read rhythmic and music 

notation up to and including eighth notes and rests in a major scale. 

1.4.5.B.2 Use evaluative tools, such as rubrics, for self-assessment and to appraise the 

objectivity of critiques by peers. 
Unit Essential Questions 

 What is the role of rhythm in music? 

 What is the role of melody in music? 

 What is the role of harmony in music? 

 How do proper techniques improve ability   

have improved sound quality and increased 

speed? 

 How does reading music affect one’s ability 

to communicate with other musicians? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

Students will realize that one instrument, the 

guitar, can be linked to many monumental 

periods of modern music and that each genre 

could not exist as it is today without the 

contributions of other genres and guitarists. 

 

 Knowing the note names on the treble clef 

staff is imperative for learning to play the 

guitar.  

 Learning the notes on the guitar strings    
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 What influences the choice of guitar style 

(acoustic or electric) for a specific 

performance? 

 Why do we need to know note names in the 

treble clef?  

 Why is the way we strum a guitar important? 

      will help you recognize chord structure   

      and help you read music.  

 The way we strum a guitar will affect the  

      sound of the music. 
 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 The students will be able to understand the parts of the guitar and be able to demonstrate their 

function.  

 The students will be able to read and perform music on the treble clef staff.  

 The students will be able to draw the note/rest value pyramid, allowing them to see relative 

note/rest values.  

 The students will understand the relationship between different notes and rests. 

 The students will be able to play notes on single string, double string and three finger chords.  

 The students will be able to follow along in a piece of music.  

 The students will be able to name note names on the strings of the guitar.  

 The students will develop their playing skills through practice and performance.  

 The students will understand note durations and counting. 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment  

Performance of Music 

 

Formative Assessment 

Daily practice exercise  

Rehearsal technique 

 

Benchmark Assessment 

 

Alternative Assessment(s) 

Written exam of music theory and guitar vocabulary. 
 

Equipment needed:  

Classoom Acoustic guitars 

Picks 

Computer and projection ability 

Guitar Tuner 

Stereo 

Music stands 

 
Teacher Resources:  

Mel Bay’s Grade 1 Guitar Method 

 

Lesson Plans & Pacing Guide 

Lesson Timeframe 

Parts of the guitar, holding and playing position.  

Music reading  

Day 1-4 
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Strings E-G  5-15 

Chords 16-25 

Teacher Notes:  

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

 

Unit Overview  
Content Area: General Music                         

Unit Title:   Music Exploration – Rhythm                              

Target Course/Grade Level: 6th 

Unit Summary  

Students will learn the basic building blocks of rhythm.  These include whole notes, half notes, 

quarter notes, eighth notes and sixteenth notes with corresponding whole, half and quarter rests.  

Students will be able to identify and perform these rhythms in addition to using them to compose 

short rhythmic compositions.  Along the way, students will learn about the different instruments 

in the percussion section of a band and orchestra and be able to play them with teacher guidance.      
 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Social Studies, Music, Language Arts and 21st Century Life and 

Careers. 

21st century themes:  Global Awareness, Civic Literacy 

Unit Rationale 

Rhythm and timing are key to keeping a piece of music together.  Without an understanding of 

rhythm, music would be unstructured, disjointed and unrecognizable.  Through leaning the 

building blocks of rhythm, students will have a structure through which they can perform and 

compose music. 

Learning Targets 
Standards 

 

1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and 

principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, and technologies     

      appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, theatre,   

      and visual art. 

1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an  

      understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music,  

      theatre, and visual art. 
 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in response to aural prompts and printed music 

notational systems. 

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, 

and melodic and harmonic progressions, and differentiate basic structures. 

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex notation, using notation systems in treble 

and bass clef, mixed meter, and compound meter. 
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1.4.8.A.1 Generate observational and emotional responses to diverse culturally and 

historically specific works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art 
Unit Essential Questions 

 How are rhythms in music related to 

mathematical concepts such as division 

and multiplication? 

 Is it possible to have music without a 

sense of rhythm? 

 Is all sound music? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 The relationship of one rhythm to 

another in terms of simple 

multiplication and division 

 Rhythm is a main building block of 

music.   

 Music can be made from anything. 

 Music is a universal language. 
 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Students will learn the rhythms of whole, half, quarter, eighth and sixteenth notes along with 

whole, half and quarter rests. 

 Students will learn about the different types of percussion instruments of the band and 

orchestra. 

 Students will be able to perform these rhythms by hand-clapping and the use of a variety of 

percussion instruments. 

 Students will compose their own rhythmic composition. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

 Quizzes rhythm values 

 Ability to perform rhythmic compositions 

  
Formative Assessment 

 Classroom participation and discussion 

 Daily practice 

  
Benchmark Assessment 

N/A 

 

Alternative Assessment(s) 

 

Equipment needed:  

 Music Chairs 

 Music stands and racks 

 Variety of percussion instruments – Snare Drums, Drum Set, Sticks 

 Stereo system 
 

Teacher Resources:  

 

 

 

 

Lesson Plans & Pacing Guide 
Lesson Timeframe 
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Rhythm pattern introduction (whole, half, quarter, 

eighth, sixteenth) and coordinating rests 

Days 1-5 

Composition of a rhythmic song Days 6-8 

Performing of rhythmic composition Days 9-12 

Teacher Notes:  

 

Curriculum Development Resources 

 

 

Unit Overview  

Content Area:   General Music                        

Unit Title:      Music Exploration – Appreciation                           

Target Course/Grade Level: 6th 

Unit Summary  

This unit will examine different genres of music in the “western” world in addition to other 

“world” music.  This shall include (but not be limited to) classical, jazz, rock, pop, and other 

world music such as African, Chinese, Indian, Latin, etc.   Current musical artists and styles will 

be discussed and the students will be able to use musical terminology to analyze the music that 

they listen to.  In addition, instruments of the orchestra will be taught, identified and heard.   
 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Social Studies, Music, Language Arts and 21st Century Life and 

Careers. 

21st century themes:  Global Awareness, Civic Literacy 

Unit Rationale 

Students often have a limited view of the music that exists in our culture and the cultures of 

others.  This unit will serve to broaden the scope of music the students should be familiar with 

and lead to an appreciation and tolerance of music of other genres and culture they are not 

familiar with.  
 

 

Learning Targets 

 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  All students will understand the role, development, 

and influence of the arts throughout history and across cultures. 

 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies:  All students will demonstrate and 

apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 
CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1.2.5.A.1 Recognize works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art as a reflection of 

societal values and beliefs. 

1.2.5.A.3 Determine the impact of significant contributions of individual artists in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art from diverse cultures throughout history. 

1.4.5.A.1 Employ basic, discipline-specific arts terminology to categorize works of 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art according to established classifications. 
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1.4.5.B.3 Use discipline-specific arts terminology to evaluate the strengths and 

weaknesses of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 Why is it important to study different 

styles of music as well as music from 

different cultures? 

 How do musicians and their music 

influence generations that come after 

them? 

 How is sound produced on each different 

instrument family of the orchestra?  

 Why do we like the music we like? 

 How does music impact our lives? 

 Is all sound music? 

 Why do we listen to music? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Music likes and dislikes are 

individual. 

 Composers and musician are 

influenced by the music that has come 

before them and that many styles of 

music, although sounding very 

different, share common bonds with 

one another.    

 Music can be made from anything. 

 Music builds a sense of community. 

 Students should gain an awareness of 

the vast musical world around them. 

 Music is everywhere. 

 Music is a universal language. 

 Music is a part of all cultures. 

 Music tells a story through time. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Students will listen to a variety of different musical genres and be able to identify what in the 

music makes it sound in that particular style.  These include: Middle-Ages and Renaissance, 

Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Twentieth Century through current. 

 The student will become familiar with specific composers and representative works of each 

style period. 

 The student will develop listening skills and view a variety of live music performances. 

 Students will learn descriptive musical vocabulary in order to discuss listening examples in a 

musical way. Example: Tempo, Dynamics, Timbre, Texture, etc. 

 Students will learn about Jazz music and understand the concept of improvisation 
 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment  

 Quizzes on music and composers studied 

 

Formative Assessment 

 Classroom participation and discussion 
 

Benchmark Assessment 

N/A 

 

Alternative Assessment(s) 

 

 

Equipment needed:  

 Stereo system 
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 Music listening examples.   

 I-pod 

 Computer and projector 
 

Teacher Resources:  

 

Lesson Plans & Pacing Guide 
Lesson Timeframe 

Medieval/Renaissance/Baroque Days 1-5 

Classical/Romantic Days 5-10 

20th Century - Current Days 10-15 

World Music Days 15-20 

Teacher Notes:        

    

Curriculum Development Resources 

 

 

 

Content Area 

Unit Name 

Music 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

Mathematics, Technology, and English Arts, Science 

Core 

Instructional 

Materials  

including digital 

tools 

Textbooks, Classroom Resources, Digital Tools 

21st Century 

Themes and 

Skills 
 

 

For information related to the 12 Career Ready Practices follow the links 

below:  

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/CareerReadyPractices.pdf 

 

Personal Financial Literacy 9.1 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf  

 

Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation 9.2 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf  

 

Career and Technical Education 9.3 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/93.pdf  

 

8.1 Educational 

Technology 
 

K-2:  Navigate provided URL’S, Use basic word processing to create and 

illustrate a simple story, Work collaboratively with peers on project, Use 

digital tools to explore an issue and design solution for a problem, Identify 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/CareerReadyPractices.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/93.pdf
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8.2 Technology 

Education, 

Engineering, 

Design, and 

Computational 

Thinking - 

Programming 
 

 

 

how technology improves life, Use digital tools to design an approach to 

solving problems. 

 

3-5:  Peers collaborate to produce text about current events; Understand the 

consequences for inappropriate use of technology and social media, Apply 

engineering designs to data collection and solutions, Understand how 

technology evolves based on need and cultural influences. 

 

6-8: Select appropriate technology and applications to create publication on 

global topic, Use technology and social media responsibly, Employ a wide 

range of digital resources to collect data and form solutions, Identify the 

forces that come into play for further development of technology; apply 

engineering design process to real world problems. 

 

9-12:  Create and edit multi-page document for public presentation. 

 

 

 

 

Considerations for classified students: 

 

Classroom Instruction: 

 All instruction for classified students will be guided by the students’ Individualized 

Education Plan (IEP). 

 Regular education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for classified 

students based on the instructional modifications listed in the IEP. 

 In the case of General Education - Supported Instruction (GE-SI) Classes, the special 

education teacher will be responsible for support in modifying the curriculum for the 

students, informing the class room teacher of the modifications, and directing 

instructional aide(s) to provide support accordingly. 

 Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and special education teachers.  

 

Modifications: 

 Modifications include but are not limited to: 

Extra time for assignments, modified classwork/homework assignments based on 

disability, preferential seating, study guides, copies of class notes, assistive technology 

and rewording/repeating or clarifying directions.   

 

In-class Assessments: 

 All assessments are to be in line with students’ IEPs.  In-class support teachers should 

modify tests for classified students.  Tests may be given in the regular education 

classroom or completed with the inclusion teacher in another location with additional 

time. Students may be tested separately according to the IEP. 
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 Assessment grades may be modified based on a student’s disability and in accordance 

with their IEP.   

 

Considerations for English Language Learners (ELLs): 

 

Classroom Instruction: 

 Instruction for ESL students will be guided by their WIDA English Language Proficiency 

level.  Teachers should receive this level from the ESL teacher assigned to the building. 

 General education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for ELLs 

with the assistance of the ESL teacher that promotes language, literacy and content 

learning. 

 Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP)  

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/  

The following 8 components provide all teachers with lesson planning and instructional 

strategies that support language and learning goals for all students.  This approach to 

teaching aligns with preparing students with college and career ready skills. 

The SIOP Model components:  

1. Lesson Preparation  

2. Building Background  

3. Comprehensible Input   

4. Strategies   

5. Interaction   

6. Practice and Application  

7. Lesson Delivery  

8. Review and Assessment 

 In the case of Content-Based ESL (CBE), the ESL teacher and the general education 

teacher will be responsible for identifying language objectives and additional 

instructional strategies that improve proficiency in English and academic success of 

ELLs.  Instructional strategies and the necessary scaffolds to promote student learning 

will be shared with the general education teacher for daily lessons that are aligned to 

District Curricula, CCSS, and WIDA Standards.  The general Education teacher and ESL 

teacher will be co-teachers for a pre-determined amount of classroom instruction. 

 Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and ESL teachers.  

 

Modifications:  The following are possible modifications but are not limited to this list –  

 Direct instruction, small group or pullout, about the contrasting letter sound 

correspondences, syllabication patterns and morphology in English supported with 

connections to their native language, native language text and/or resources, graphic 

organizers, visuals, sentence starters/ sentence frames, cloze activities, modeling, working 

with a partner, timeline and phrase wall and adapted text (in English) or specific sections 

of the original text, highlighted/bold-faced words within text. 

 Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking.  

 Match drawings with new vocabulary that might correspond. 

 Work in small group or pairs with their English Only (EOs) peers for authentic content 

language talk and grade level modeling. 

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/
http://www.youtube.com/v/o5xK5gP_Tbw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/mTnHonxao70?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/rhYI3w5I0EA?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GjOrFN6PEDg?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/hUrQr4GBg0g?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GGFTlmJmdmw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/sXkCZcPGxwE?version=3&hl=en_US
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 Write simple sentences instead of complex sentences that demonstrates an understanding 

of academic language particular to specific content.  

 Match simple sentences with new vocabulary that might apply to edit sentences. 

 Have students provide examples/explanations of main idea in simple sentences.  Revisions 

show an attempt to improve Language Control by embedding academic content 

vocabulary and Linguistic Complexity by expanding and varying sentence structures and 

using correct punctuation. 

 Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking about seasonal changes.  Match drawings with 

new vocabulary (adjective word wall, content word walls) that might correspond. 

 Provide multiple opportunities for authentic speech acts to practice language skills and 

develop English fluency. 

 Total Physical Response (TPR) to model critical thinking skills like analyze and 

synthesize. 

 Study Guides 

 

In Class Assessments: 

 All formative and summative assessments will include modifications that support 

student’s English Proficiency level. ESL teachers will collaborate with regular education 

teachers to provide appropriate differentiation for assessing ELLs. 

 

Considerations for At Risk Students: 

 

 At Risk students are identified by the I&RS committee in each school.  The committee 

works to understand the reasons behind the student’s low performance level in school and 

to create and implement a plan that is carried out by a variety of staff members in the 

building. 

 Teachers with At Risk students are notified by the I&RS committee and provided with a 

copy of the plan and a timeframe for assessing the growth of the student.  There are 

academic as well as behavioral goals that are listed for the students with recommended 

strategies unique to each individual. 

 Classroom teachers are to follow the plan using instructional strategies that will help the 

student improve his/her performance while applying appropriate behavioral strategies 

consistent with the needs of the student. 

 Teachers will report student progress to the I&RS committee within the specified 

timeframe for the plan. 

 

Classroom instruction: 

 Teachers will use differentiated instruction for At Risk students as they do for all students 

in their class.  The strategies would be guided by the I&RS plan and be consistent with 

the student’s ability and learning modality.  

 

 

Modifications:  

 Clarify all assignments and place specific timeframes for completion.  Provide student 

with opportunity for one on one time for clarification. 
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 Set clear expectations for all assignments, in and outside of class.  Keep expectations 

within the framework of the I&RS plan. 

 Use positive reinforcement for all successes.  Hold student to defined consequences for 

not completing work. 

 Provide time outside the normal class time for completion of work.  Not completing 

assignments is unacceptable, all assignments will be completed. 

 

In Class Assessments: 

 At Risk students should receive any modifications listed in their I&RS plan.  

 If necessary, students should be provided with extended time to complete assessments. 

 

Considerations for Gifted Students: 

 Teachers will use differentiated instruction for Gifted Students as they do for all students 

in their class. 

 Assignments and assessments can be planned and implemented with input from the 

student. 

 Gifted students will be provided with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge 

through a variety of platforms. 

 Teachers will have the latitude to provide assignments with the individual student’s 

ability in mind.  

 

 

 


